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PROGRAMME

There aren’t many things to celebrate this year, but one 
occasion for joy and thankfulness is that GRAMNet 
turns 10! 10 years of providing a welcoming network 
for those seeking refuge, academics, artists, students, 
filmmakers from all over the world, a space for 
research, learning and exploring the creativity within.  

The GRAMNet Film Series was instigated by  
Dr Mariangela Palladino, then of the University of 
Glasgow and former of BEMIS. She volunteered a film 
screening of the film about Ethiopian, Eritrean and 
Sudanese Asylum Seekers in torturous detention in 
Libya after refoulement from Italy. Come un uomo sulla 
terra - Like a Man on Earth. If anything, the situation 
for migrants returned from Europe or prevented from 
reaching Europe has worsened and the Libyan 
detention prisons are an international scandal.
 
The partnership has continued over the years, adding 
in new supporters and sponsors but as a faithful 
collaboration between BEMIS and GRAMNet. Often our 

the GRAMNet/BEMIS Film Series returns in a digital 
format at first, and an abundance of possibilities of 
stories to discover and ways to engage. 

For months we’ve been struggling with a pandemic 
and being locked out of social life, as well as facing 
political and economic changes, heading towards an 
uncertain future. Movement and other basic human 
rights became even more restricted and the  
experiences of refugees and asylum seekers from all 
over the world even more difficult. For this reason,  
we are hoping that the GRAMNet Film Series 2020/21 
will bring some comfort, hope and a space for  
togetherness, albeit virtually for a while. 

Rather than adapting to a ‘new normal’, in this series 
we will choose the abnormal, the unusual, the 
extraordinary. We will continue our monthly screenings 
inspired by global events and occasions with a touch 
of escapism and imagination. There will be more 
fiction filmmaking, animation, quirky characters and 
heartfelt stories, starting with the protagonist of our 
opening film (Wake Up on Mars), a 10-year old boy 
who dreams of flying to Mars to escape a harsh reality 

to the cultures and languages of the people living in the 
Arctic (Anerca, Breath of Life). 

Find out about Sommai, whose matchmaking skills 
brought hundreds of Thai women to marry Danish men 
and sometimes, some of them even discovered love 
(Heartbound). Join Wardi, an 11-year old Palestinian 
girl, as she tries to uncover her family and her people’s 
history (The Tower). 

Join us in watching these incredible films from your 
home screens, for the first few months at least and 
meet us for live conversations online. Once it is safe to 
go back in our second home – the Centre for  
Contemporary Arts – we will welcome you with  
socially-distanced open arms! 

The discussion events will take place live on the date 
mentioned in this programme and they will be free and 
open to everyone. The films will be available for a  
limited time leading up to each of those dates. To find 
out how to access the live events and online  
screenings, go on our blog and website and don’t 
hesitate to get in touch.

after-film panel discussions will last longer than the 
film, spilling over into the foyer and restaurant at the 
Centre for Contemporary Arts, where GRAMNet has 
hosted many events. The spread of people attending 
has been touching for the organisers not least because 
of their belief in the need for different linguistic 
communities in Glasgow to have free access to films 
in their monther languages. Programming and curating 
have not been easy on a shoestring budget but our  
audiences have been steady and rising and being able  
to team up with DOCUMENT and other festivals has 
been mutually reinforcing to the focus our the GRAMNet  
series and the breadth of documentary filmmaking. 
We are indebted to our paid interns over the years who 
have put the series together. This year Dr Alexandra 
Colta continues with grace and giftedness.

The Film Series is one of the many initiatives of this 
network, which every year has expanded our knowledge 
of the world, of different cultures, languages, struggles 
and voices through film and conversation. This year, 

GRAMNet is very grateful for the generous support we receive from our partners, sponsors, distributors and directors so that we 
can keep our film series free and open to all. Developing this work with the Equality and Diversity Unit and our long-standing 
partners in the film series BEMIS, as well as UNESCO Chair for Refugee Integration through Languages and Arts, Iona Community 
and Document Human Rights Film Festival.

Screenings are accompanied by forums and Q&A for everyone to share their views and thoughts in a friendly and supportive 
atmosphere. The audience is warmly invited to congregate in the Centre for Contemporary Arts (CCA) Café following each 
screening to continue our informal discussions.

Sponsored by GRAMNet, BEMIS Scotland and the Iona Community, with the support of UNESCO Chair – RILA, Document Human 
Rights Film Festival, Multilingual Matters and the Equality and Diversity Unit at the University of Glasgow.

Live discussions online & screenings in physical spaces will start at 6pm, unless otherwise stated.

21 OCT WAKE UP ON MARS FILM SERIES LAUNCH
18 NOV ROCKING THE NATION INTERNATIONAL DAY OF TOLERANCE
16 DEC EYIMOFE (THIS IS MY DESIRE) INTERNATIONAL MIGRANTS DAY
27 JAN WHO WILL WRITE OUR HISTORY HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL DAY
17 FEB AYOUNI WORLD DAY OF SOCIAL JUSTICE
17 MARCH HEARTBOUND INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY
21 APRIL ANERCA, BREATH OF LIFE  ENGLISH LANGUAGE DAY
12 MAY THE TOWER NAKBA DAY
16 JUNE TBC WORLD REFUGEE DAY

THE FILM IS AVAILABLE TO WATCH ONLINE  
BETWEEN MONDAY, 19 OCTOBER UNTIL  

WEDNESDAY, 21 OCTOBER. USE THE  
PROMO CODE ‘GRAMNet’ AT CHECKOUT  

TO ACCESS THE FILM FOR FREE.  
JOIN US FOR A LIVE DISCUSSION WITH THE  
FILMMAKER ON 21 OCTOBER, FROM 6PM,  

VIA ZOOM.

WEDNESDAY 21 OCTOBER 2020
LAUNCH
FILM
GRAMNet

SERIES 2020-21

WAKE UP 
ON MARS
DOCUMENTARY: SWITZERLAND - FRANCE (2020)
DIRECTOR: DEA GJINOVCI
RUNNING TIME: 74 MINS
LANGUAGES: ALBANIAN, SWEDISH WITH ENGLISH SUBTITLES

A 10-year-old Roma boy living in Sweden attempts to come to terms with 
the mysterious Resignation syndrome that has put his two sisters in a coma. 
The tight-knit family is trying to rebuild a normal life far from their native 
Kosovo where they were victims of persecution. While their entire future 
hangs in the balance of a pending asylum request, the little boy dreams of 
building a spaceship to leave it all behind.

WATCH HERE

https://gramnet.wordpress.com/2020/10/14/film-series-launch-wake-up-on-mars/
https://gramnet.wordpress.com/category/blogs/
https://gramnet.wordpress.com


ROCKING 
THE NATION
DOCUMENTARY: HUNGARY (2007)
DIRECTOR: BORI KRIZA
RUNNING TIME: 92 MINS
LANGUAGES: HUNGARIAN WITH ENGLISH SUBTITLES

A concert tour with the rock band “Romantic Violence” and its fans to get 
insight into the Hungarian radical right-wing youth subculture.  
Folk musicians and skinheads, football supporters and college students 
speak of their radical nationalistic views. The slogans are rocking:  
freedom, anti-Communism, Trianon, the Jews, 100% Hungarian, to arms!
 
But what happens when words turn to action?

WEDNESDAY 18 NOVEMBER 2020
INTERNATIONAL DAY OF TOLERANCE

EYIMOFE 
(THIS IS MY 
DESIRE)
FICTION: NIGERIA (2020)
DIRECTORS: ARIE AND CHUKO ESIRI
RUNNING TIME: 110 MINS
LANGUAGES: YORUBA, ENGLISH WITH ENGLISH SUBTITLES

Tragedy and fate intervene as two Nigerians try to better the lives of 
their families. Eyimofe (This is My Desire) is a film about two people’s 
quest for what they believe will be a better life on foreign shores.

After Mofe loses his family and Rosa fails to deliver on a promise, their 
travel plans collapse forcing them to reconsider living abroad. As time 
passes and wounds heal, they learn the future they desperately seek 
can be built at home.

WEDNESDAY 16 DECEMBER 2020
INTERNATIONAL MIGRANTS DAY

WATCH HERE

WATCH HERE

https://gramnet.wordpress.com
https://gramnet.wordpress.com/2020/11/11/film-series-rocking-the-nation/


WHO WILL WRITE 
OUR HISTORY
DOCUMENTARY: USA, POLAND (2018)
DIRECTOR: ROBERTA GROSSMAN
RUNNING TIME: 95 MINS
LANGUAGES: ENGLISH, YIDDISH, POLISH WITH ENGLISH SUBTITLES

In November 1940, days after the Nazis sealed 450,000 Jews in the 
Warsaw Ghetto, a secret band of journalists, scholars and community 
leaders decided to fight back. Led by historian Emanuel Ringelblum 
and known by the code name Oyneg Shabes, this clandestine group 
vowed to defeat Nazi lies and propaganda not with guns or fists but with 
pen and paper. Now, for the first time, their story is told as a feature 
documentary. Written, produced, and directed by Roberta Grossman 
and executive produced by Nancy Spielberg, Who Will Write Our History 
mixes the writings of the Oyneg Shabes archive with new interviews, 
rarely seen footage and stunning dramatizations to transport us inside 
the Ghetto and the lives of these courageous resistance fighters. They 
defied their murderous enemy with the ultimate weapon – the truth – 
and risked everything so that their archive would survive the war, even 
if they did not.

AYOUNI
DOCUMENTARY: UNITED KINGDOM, QATAR (2020)
DIRECTOR: YASMIN FEDDA
RUNNING TIME: 75 MINS
LANGUAGES: ARABIC, ENGLISH WITH ENGLISH SUBTITLES

Noura and Machi search for answers about their loved ones – Bassel Safadi and Paolo Dall’Oglio, who 
are among the over 100,000 forcibly disappeared in Syria. Faced with the limbo of an overwhelming 
absence of information, hope is the only thing they have to hold on to. ‘Ayouni’ is a deeply resonant 
Arabic term of endearment - meaning ‘my eyes’ and understood as ‘my love’. Filmed over 6 years and 
across multiple countries in search of answers, Ayouni is an attempt to give numbers faces, to give 
silence a voice, and to make the invisible undeniably visible.

This screening is presented in partnership with Document Human Rights Film Festival

WEDNESDAY 27 JANUARY 2021
HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL DAY

WEDNESDAY 17 FEBRUARY 2021
WORLD DAY OF SOCIAL JUSTICE

WATCH HERE

WATCH HERE

https://gramnet.wordpress.com
https://gramnet.wordpress.com


HEARTBOUND
DOCUMENTARY: DENMARK (2018)
DIRECTORS: JANUS METZ AND SINE PLAMBECH
RUNNING TIME: 90 MINS
LANGUAGES: DANISH, THAI WITH ENGLISH SUBTITLES

In the small fishing community of Thy in northern Denmark, 926 Thai women are  
married to Danish men, a trend that started 25 years ago when a former sex worker  
from Pattaya married a Thai native and has since helped lonely local men and  
impoverished women from her village find someone to share life with. Acclaimed  
filmmaker Janus Metz and his anthropologist wife, Sine Plambech, follow four of  
these Thai-Danish couples over ten years and two continents in an epic and intimately  
observed family chronicle about the needs, longings and dreams that unite and  
separate us across global boundaries. Above all, it is a film about love.

WEDNESDAY 17 MARCH 2021
INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY

ANERCA, 
BREATH OF LIFE
DOCUMENTARY: FINLAND (2020)
DIRECTOR: MARKKU LEHMUSKALLIO
RUNNING TIME: 86 MINS
LANGUAGES: FINNISH, SWEDISH, NENETS, SAMI, TLINGIT, YUPIK, 
CHUKCHI, INUKTITUT WITH ENGLISH SUBTITLES

Markku Lehmuskallio has devoted a large part of his documentary 
work to the indigenous people of the Arctic Circle. In this latest film, 
co-directed with his son Johannes Lehmuskallio, he composes a 
fascinating poetic ethnography inspired by the singing, dancing, 
forms of contemporary existence and, above all, the vital breath of 
these nomad communities mistreated by History.

This screening is presented in collaboration with Multilingual Matters

WEDNESDAY 21 APRIL 2021
ENGLISH LANGUAGE DAY

WATCH HERE

WATCH HERE

https://gramnet.wordpress.com
https://gramnet.wordpress.com


THE TOWER
DOCUMENTARY/ANIMATION: FRANCE, NORWAY, SWEDEN (2018)
DIRECTOR: MATS GRORUD
RUNNING TIME: 80 MINS
LANGUAGES: ARABIC WITH ENGLISH SUBTITLES

TBC

Beirut, Lebanon, Today. Wardi, an eleven-year-old Palestinian girl, 
lives with her whole family in the refugee camp where she was born. 
Her beloved great-grandfather Sidi was one of the first people to 
settle in the camp after being chased from his home back in 1948. 
The day Sidi gives her the key to his old house back in Galilee,
she fears he may have lost hope of someday going home. As she 
searches for Sidi’s lost hope around the camp, she will collect her 
family’s testimonies, from one generation to the next.

June 2021 is still far away and we need a bit more time until we can share with you our selection!  
Until then, mark the date in your calendar and stay tuned for more updates.

WEDNESDAY 12 MAY 2021
NAKBA DAY

WEDNESDAY 16 JUNE 2021
WORLD REFUGEE DAY

WATCH HERE

https://gramnet.wordpress.com


ABOUT US
GRAMNet
A NEW APPROACH TO MIGRATION

GRAMNet brings together researchers and practitioners, 
NGOs (non governmental organisations) and policy 
makers concerned with migration issues in Scotland and 
beyond. The research initiative, currently involving 
Universities from all over the world, focuses on migrants, 
asylum seekers and refugees. The network provides a 
forum through which policy makers and academics can 
work together to connect communities through knowledge 
exchange, research and development. The city of Glasgow  
is host to the largest population of refugees and asylum 
seekers under the UK Government’s dispersal policy 
and also has a history of attracting large communities of 
migrants. GRAMNet aims to build a context for the study 
of migrant communities based on the city’s unique 
position.

GRAMNet
11 The Square
University of Glasgow
Glasgow G12 8QQ
E-mail: gramadmin@glasgow.ac.uk
glasgow.ac.uk/gramnet

CCA
CENTRE FOR CONTEMPORARY ARTS

The Centre for Contemporary Arts is Glasgow’s hub for 
creative activity. The building is steeped in history and 
the organisation has played a key role in the cultural 
life of the city for decades. The year-round programme 
includes cutting-edge exhibitions, film, music, literature, 
spoken word, festivals, Gaelic events and much more. 
For the full programme visit www.cca-glasgow.com.

CCA
350 Sauchiehall Street
Glasgow G2 3JD
Tel: +44 (0)141 352 4900
www.cca-glasgow.com

Access
There is level access to CCA from Sauchiehall Street. 
All upper levels are fully accessible by lift. There is an 
induction loop at the Sales and Information desk and 
CCA4. For more information, please see 
cca-glasgow.com/about-cca/access-statement

THE IONA COMMUNITY

The Iona Community is a dispersed Christian ecumenical 
community of men and women from different walks of 
life and different traditions in the Church working for 
peace and social justice, rebuilding of community and 
the renewal of worship.

We are engaged together, and with people of goodwill 
across the world, in acting, reflecting and praying for 
justice, peace and the integrity of creation; convinced 
that the inclusive community we seek must be embodied 
in the community we practise.

We are a Scottish Charity (SC003794), and have bases 
in Glasgow and on Mull and Iona in Argyll.
www.iona.org.uk

BEMIS SCOTLAND
EMPOWERING SCOTLAND’S ETHNIC AND 
CULTURAL MINORITY COMMUNITIES

BEMIS Scotland is the Ethnic Minorities led national 
umbrella organisation for the Ethnic Minorities Voluntary 
Sector and the communities that this sector represents. 
As a strategic national infrastructure organisation, BEMIS 
Scotland aims to empower the diverse Ethnic Minority 
third sector. We are committed to promoting inclusion, 
democratic active citizenship, and recognition of diversity, 
human rights education, and wider representation.  
Our vision is of a Scotland that is Equal, Inclusive, and 
Responsive: A society where people from the diverse 
communities are valued, treated with dignity and 
respect, have equal citizenship, opportunities and quality 
of life, and who actively participate in civic society.

BEMIS Scotland
Glasgow Office
The Centrum Building, 4th Floor
38 Queen Street
Glasgow G1 3DX
Tel: +44 (0)141 548 8047
E-mail: mail@bemis.org.uk
www.bemis.org.uk

GRAMNet formally launched in early 2010 following a unique workshop aimed to assess the 
potential for establishing a network on a cross-cutting research theme addressing migration, 
asylum and refugees. The event engaged knowledge exchange partners in the public and third 
sector to identify themes and co-design potential future work for a research network in this 
field. 

Based at, and supported by the University of Glasgow, GRAMNet has now established Glasgow 
as one of the leading centres for integrated research and knowledge exchange in the field of 
migration, refugee and asylum studies. Nationally and internationally amongst scholars, NGOs, 
public bodies and civic organizations GRAMNet’s approach and work has found resonance. 
A raft of new projects have been developed to address public needs and problems identified by 
partners where working together will enhance understanding and action. 

One of the network’s major accomplishments is our annual Film Series hosted by CCA Glasgow, 
organised in partnership with BEMIS and this year, with The Iona Community and the Diversity 
and Equality Unit, UNESCO - RILA and Confucius Institute at University of Glasgow. Our audience 
is from diverse academic, organisational and societal backgrounds, and continually shifts in 
response to the context explored in each screening. The Film Series provides a safe space for 
people to present their views and perspectives and successfully integrates local and global 
narratives through the use of film produced both internationally and locally.

OUR HISTORY

https://www.gla.ac.uk/research/az/gramnet/
https://bemis.org.uk
http://www.cca-glasgow.com/programme
https://iona.org.uk
http://www.cca-glasgow.com/about-cca/access-statement


Sponsored by GRAMNet, BEMIS and the Iona Community with the support of the Equality and Diversity Unit and Human Rights Network, University of Glasgow.

Film stills kindly provided courtesy of distribution companies/directors:

FILM NAME DIRECTOR/DISTRIBUTOR
WAKE UP ON MARS CATNDOCS
ROCKING THE NATION BORI KRIZA
EYIMOFE (THIS IS MY DESIRE) PASCALE RAMONDA
WHO WILL WRITE OUR HISTORY GOOD DOCS
COLLECTIVE DOGWOOF
HEARTBOUND AUTLOOK FILMSALES
ANERCA, BREATH OF LIFE THE FINNISH FILM FOUNDATION
THE TOWER JOUR2FÊTE 

UNESCO Chair in Refugee Integration 
through Languages and the Arts, 
University of Glasgow, 
United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland

United Nations
Educational, Scientific and

Cultural Organization

www.glasgow.ac.uk/gramnet
www.bemis.org.uk
www.iona.org.uk 
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